(Translation)

Li Zi No. 102

The Protocol Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China presents its compliments to all diplomatic missions in China, and has the honor to provide them with the following information on the passes for entering the off-limits areas of Terminal 2 and Terminal 3 of the Beijing Capital International Airport (BCIA):

In accordance with the requirements in Annex 17 of the Convention on International Civil Aviation, the Chinese civil aviation authorities have tightened the management of the passes for entering the off-limits areas of BCIA and stopped the use of bearer passes to ensure aviation security. To facilitate the work of diplomatic missions, the public security departments of the Chinese civil aviation authorities decided to issue photo passes not only to ambassadors and their spouses but also to other diplomatic personnel. Each diplomatic mission may apply for no more than five pairs of photo passes for diplomatic personnel to enter off-limits areas of Terminal 2 and Terminal 3. On the special occasions of important visits at or above vice-ministerial level or receiving and sending diplomatic pouches, diplomatic personnel may apply for one-time passes as necessary.

The procedures for issuing the passes are as follows:

I. Photo Pass

Photo Passes for Ambassadors and Their Spouses

In case ambassadors and their spouses apply for photo passes for the first time, a note should be sent for application with copies of the diplomatic ID cards of the applicants to the Protocol Department and the note of consent from the Protocol Department should be presented when going through the procedures to obtain the passes at the Document Office of the Capital Airport Branch of the Public Security Bureau.

Current photo passes for ambassadors and their spouses can be renewed two weeks before the expiry date at the Document Office of the Capital Airport Branch of the Public Security Bureau without sending the note of application to the Protocol Department.

B. Photo Passes for Other Diplomatic Personnel

Diplomatic missions are kindly requested to send a note together with copies of diplomatic identity cards of the applicants to the Protocol Department before 18 July 2008 to apply for photo passes for other diplomatic personnel, and designate a contact person for the pass application. Each pair of photo passes for Terminal 2 and Terminal 3 must be under the names of the same person.

The Protocol Department will review and approve the applications in accordance with the principle of diplomatic reciprocity. Diplomatic missions are kindly requested to present the notes of consent from the Protocol Department when going through the procedures to obtain the passes at the Document Office of the Capital Airport Branch of the Public Security Bureau.

When leaving their posts and returning to home countries or no longer using photo passes out of other reasons, the holders of photo passes need to return them to the Document Office of the Capital Airport Branch of the Public Security Bureau for cancellation. The Capital Airport Branch of the Public Security Bureau will look into each case and decide whether to replace the old passes with new ones or issue new passes.

4. Diplomatic personnel of the newly established missions, when making first-time applications for photo passes, should send a note of application to the Protocol Department and present the reply note from the Protocol Department at the Document Office of the Capital Airport Branch of the Public Security Bureau to obtain the passes.

5. When the number of the photo passes issued to a diplomatic mission remains unchanged, the diplomatic mission may file application directly to the Document Office of the Capital Airport Branch of the Public Security Bureau for normal replacement of photo passes, and send a note to the Protocol Department for record.

6. The photo passes should be properly kept. In case of loss of photo passes, a note must be sent to the Document Office of the Capital Airport Branch of the Public Security Bureau for record within 24 hours. No replacement will be issued within the term of validity of the lost photo pass.

II. One-time Pass

A. The airport pass contact persons are kindly requested to send the sample of the seal mark of the mission, signature of the authorizer, and the information about the contact persons to the Document Office of the Capital Airport Branch of the Public Security Bureau in advance for record, and obtain the special reference letters for one-time passes.

B. To obtain one-time passes, relevant diplomatic personnel need to go to respective terminals with the special reference letters, which should be appropriately filled out, signed by the authorizer, and bear the seal of the mission, note of the embassy indicating the name of the important delegation to be met or seen off at the airport or specific purposes for using the passes, and their diplomatic ID cards.

C. One-time pass should be applied and used on the same day.

D. Diplomatic personnel holding diplomatic ID cards for less than two months may only apply for one-time passes during working hours (8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M., Monday-Friday). Diplomatic personnel holding diplomatic ID cards for more than two months may apply for one-time passes outside working hours.

Detailed information concerning pass applications is available at the Document Office of the Capital Airport Branch of the Public Security Bureau (Phone Number: 64564129).

III. Representative Offices of International Organizations in China may refer to the aforementioned procedures when applying for passes for entering BCIA Terminal 2 and Terminal 3 off-limits area.

IV. Provisional measures on the application of diplomatic missions and representative offices of international organizations in China for one-time pass are terminated as from this day.

The Protocol Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Diplomatic Missions in China the assurances of its highest consideration.

                               (Seal)

                               Beijing, 23 June 2008

To Diplomatic Missions in China,
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