Position Paper of the People’s Republic of China
For the 72nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly

I. The Role of the UN

The international situation is undergoing profound and complex
changes. There is strong support for a multi-polar world and greater
democracy in international relations. Economic globalization and the IT
revolution are changing the world profoundly, making countries more
interdependent on one another. At the same time, the international
community faces multiple challenges. Traditional and non-traditional
security threats are intertwined, the development gap between North and
South remains wide, and the global governance system needs to be
improved.

The UN ‘is the most universal, representative and authoritative
inter-governmental organization. The purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations constitute the cornerstone of the
contemporary international relations. People around the world look to the
UN to uphold world peace, promote common development and pursue
win-win cooperation, thus establishing a new, win-win type of
international relations featuring wide consultation, joint contribution and
shared benefits and, beyond that, a global community with a shared
future. Addressing global issues and challenges requires the joint efforts
of the UN member states. Under the current circumstances, it is
important for the UN to continue playing its central role in international
affairs, follow the trend of the times, heed the voice of all nations, and
rally the world in the pursuit of enduring peace, development and

prosperity.
I1. UN Reform

China supports UN to keep abreast of the times through reform,
strengthen its capacity for coordinating international efforts to tackle
global challenges, better respond to the expectations of the international
community, and increase the say of developing countries in international
affairs. The reform should seek all-round, balanced progress on security,
development and human rights. In particular, positive results should be
achieved in development, as this concerns the vital interests of
developing countries.




China supports reforming the Security Council so that it will better
fulfill its responsibilities prescribed in the UN Charter. The priority of the
reform should be on increasing the representation and voice of
developing countries so that small and medium-sized countries will have
more opportunities to sit on the Security Council and participate in its
decision-making process. Security Council reform concerns the future of
the UN and the vital interests of all member states. It is important to
continue with thorough and democratic consultations, and search for a
package solution that addresses the concerns and interests of all parties.
China will work with all parties to ensure that the reform will safeguard
the long-term interests of the UN and the unity of the UN membership.

III. Countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism

The international fight against terrorism has made positive progress,
but the frequency of terrorist activities in various parts of the world is yet
to be reversed. The fight against terrorism faces a complex and vulnerable
situation. Counter-terrorism remains a big challenge to global security
governance.

China opposes all forms of terrorism, and calls for a holistic
counter-terrorism strategy that addresses both the symptoms and root
causes of terrorism. The international community should strengthen
counter-terrorism cooperation in accordance with the purposes and
principles of the UN Charter, and fully implement the relevant Security
Council resolutions and the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy. China
opposes double standard on the issue of counter-terrorism, and believes
that terrorism should not be linked with any particular country, ethnicity
or religion. The UN and its Security Council should play a central,
coordinating role in international counter-terrorism cooperation, build
consensus, enhance coordination, and forge greater synergy for
international ~ counter-terrorism  efforts. China supports greater
international coordination and cooperation to cut off terrorist groups’
channels for obtaining financial and other forms of support.

Terrorist and extremist ideologies are spreading through the Internet
and social media. This has led to a surge of home-grown terrorist threats,
and severely undermined international security and stability. The pressing
task is to resolutely counter this trend by adopting standards and
guidelines for counter-terrorism professionals and advancing international
cooperation to counter terrorists’ use of the Internet (TUI).



IV. UN Peacekeeping Operations

UN peacekeeping operations are an important instrument for
maintaining world peace and security. China supports UN peacekeepers
in fully fulfilling their mandate under the principles of “consent of the
parties, impartiality and non-use of force except in self-defense and
defense of the mandate”. China also supports UN peacekeeping
operations in advancing with the times through innovation and reasonable
and necessary reform based on the broad consensus of the UN
membership. China welcomes the efforts by Secretary General Anténio
Guterres and the relevant parties in this regard. China believes that the
reform should help peacekeepers more effectively maintain stability and
advance the political process in the host country, along with ensuring the
safety of the peacekeepers. China stands ready to conduct in-depth
discussions with other member states and the relevant parties on a reform
plan that addresses the concerns of all parties.

V. Information and Cyber Security

Cyberspace is a common space for human activities. The future of
cyberspace should be in the hands of all countries. Countries should step
up communication, broaden consensus and deepen cooperation to build a
community with shared future in cyberspace. All parties should observe
international law and the basic norms governing international relations
based on the purposes and principles of the UN Charter. It is essential to
respect the sovereignty of other countries, reject cyber war and arms race,
and oppose using the Internet to interfere in other countries’ internal
affairs, undermine other countries’ interests or infringe on the privacy of
other countries’ citizens. The cyberspace must be used to promote social
and economic development, international peace and stability and
improve people’s well-being. The pressing task is to adopt international
norms for cyberspace that are acceptable to all, and develop international
legal instruments for countering cyber crime and TUI under the UN
framework and in keeping with the principle of peace, sovereignty,
shared governance and shared benefits, so as to foster a peaceful, secure,
open, cooperative and orderly cyberspace and establish a multilateral,
democratic and transparent global governance system for cyberspace.

China attaches great importance to the important role of the UN in
cyber security and has deeply engaged in the UN-led cyber-related
processes in a constructive manner. China will continue to support the
UN as the main channel of safeguarding international cyber security,
establishing order and developing international rules for cyberspace.
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